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Literature Review with ATLAS.ti 9 
(Windows & Mac) 

Synchronous course (online and in real-time) 
 
 
Language: English 
 
Duration: Three days (17:00-19:00 CET each day) 
 
Requirements: Basic knowledge of Windows/Mac. A personal computer with ATLAS.ti 9 
Windows/Mac installed (demo or full version) The course is taught through the GoToWebinar 
platform. 

Materials: Participants will be provided with PowerPoint slides with detailed notes. In addition, 
each participant will receive an official certificate from the ATLAS.ti Academy for their 
participation in the course.  

Instructor: Ivana Radivojevic, Project Coordinator for ATLAS.ti & Senior Professional Trainer of 
ATLAS.ti (ivana.radivojevic@atlasti.com) 

 
 
Learning objectives 
 
Participants will learn: 
 

1. Fundamental strategies for carrying out a quality literature review 
2. Examples of good practices of literature reviews offered by the best universities worldwide 
3. Fundamental functions for developing a literature review in ATLAS.ti 9 (Windows and Mac): from 

organising the articles, segmenting and coding information, to obtaining quantitative and 
qualitative reports 
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Methdology 

In the first hour of the course, the instructor will present concepts related to the methodological 
bases of ATLAS.ti and the description of the main components of the software. Once this is done, a 
literature review project will be created and developed with ATLAS.ti, going through all the essential 
stages of the process. This will be done by combining the trainer's presentation of the processes and 
the participants' own application of these to their own project. 

 

 
Course programme 
 
Day 1 
 
Introduction to the literature review with ATLAS.ti 
 
- What is a literature review?  
- What is ATLAS.ti? 
 
Planning a literature review  
 
- Elaboration of the research question and key concepts (writing memos) 
- Inductive vs. deductive analysis strategies 
- Building an a priori conceptual map of the literature review (creating networks) 
 
Searching for and organizing the literature  
 
- Identify relevant articles 
- Various databases and search strategies 
- Add articles to the ATLAS.ti project (manually or by importing from a bibliographic reference manager) 
- Review and re-name articles 
- Add complete references of articles in the comment of each document 
- Grouping the articles (role of creating groups in the analysis process) 
 
Exercise 1: Creating the ATLAS.ti project, finding and organizing articles, writing memos, and creating 
networks 
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Day 2 
 
Analysing the literature 
 
- Save relevant segments of text (creating quotations) 
- Write down additional information about each quotation (quotation comments) 
- Writing and developing critical reflections (memo writing) 
- Labelling and organising identified quotations (coding quotations) 
- Establish relationships between quotations (creating hyperlinks) 
 
Conducting an in-depth analysis of the literature 
 
- The great value of memos 
- Developing a conceptual map (creating overarching frameworks with networks)  
- Reflecting on the literature and the researcher’s main arguments 
 
Content analysis tools 
 
- Explore word frequencies (word clouds and lists) 
- Search and automatically code text  
- Search and automatically code named entities 
- Search and automatically code sentiments 
- Easily search for text anywhere in the project  
 
Exercise 2: Analysing articles, writing memos, creating conceptual/theoretical frameworks, and conducting 
content analyses 
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Day 3 
 
Exporting customizable reports 
 
- Taking advantage of managers to explore and organise all parts of the project 
- Retrieving quotations, codes, memos, and more with text reports (Word/PDF) 
- Retrieving quotations, codes, memos, and more with tables (Excel) 
 
Outlining the results/themes of the literature 
 
- Carrying out more complex queries of coded information (query tool) 
- Examining and comparing code frequencies (code-document table) 
- Discovering emerging patterns between codes (code co-occurrence table) 
 
Writing the literature review 
 
- Integrating ideas across the various parts of the project 
- Outlining the structure of the literature review 
- Guidelines for academic success 
 
Final reflections for the literature review with ATLAS.ti  
 
- The importance of backing up the project (import/export projects) 
- Summary of main ideas  
- Final reflections  
 
Exercise 3: Exporting reports, querying coded information, examining frequencies, discovering co-
occurrences, saving backups, and writing the literature review! 
 
Additional materials 
 
Articles of interest 
Examples of literature reviews 
Practice project 


